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NEURONTIN (Gabapentin)


Your child has been given a prescription for gabapentin.  The brand name for gabapentin is Neurontin.  Gabapentin has been available in the United States for more than ten years.  The staff at the Neurology Center of Wichita has prepared this information sheet.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact the office at: (316) 686-6866.

Gabapentin is used for the following disorders:

· Partial complex seizures

· Bipolar disorder

· Sleep disorder

· Neuropathic pain

· Migraine headaches
Gabapentin is usually given two to four times per day due to its short half-life.  Gabapentin comes in the following forms:

· Capsules: 100mg, 300mg, and 400mg (Capsules need to be swallowed whole)

· Tablets: 600mg and 800mg

· Suspension: 250mg/5ml
What are the side effects of gabapentin?

· Gabapentin is generally well tolerated.  It may cause sleepiness in the beginning, which should resolve within a few weeks.

· Difficulty walking or impaired thinking

· Increased behavioral symptoms

· Allergic skin rash (vary rare-would occur in the first eight weeks of being on gabapentin and would be a fine red rash all over the body.  Rash or blisters inside the mouth, nose or eyelids are more serious).  If you see a rash, please call the office to discuss with the doctor or physician assistant to see whether the gabapentin should be stopped.
What symptoms should I report to the doctor immediately?

· Extreme sleepiness

· Confusion

· Unsteady walking

· Slurred speech

· Repeated vomiting 

· Marked loss of appetite
Is gabapentin addictive?


No.  Patients taking gabapentin do not crave this in the way a cocaine addict does.  However, suddenly stopping the medication may cause worsening of symptoms (seizures, headaches, increased behavior outbursts).  When needed, we are able to taper the patient off the medication without adverse effects.

Are any tests needed?


Because of gabapentin’s safety profile, blood levels or other lab tests are not necessary.

What about other medicines my child may need?


Gabapentin has no drug interactions.  Medicines with antihistamines may cause drowsiness when combined with gabapentin.  Be sure to tell your or your child’s other doctors that you or your child has been prescribed gabapentin.

What about taking gabapentin during pregnancy?


Taking gabapentin during pregnancy has not been studied extensively.  Contact your doctor if you discover that you have become pregnant.  DO NOT STOP TAKING MEDICATION UNLESS DIRECTED TO DO SO BY YOUR DOCTOR.

This information is not a complete list of all possible reactions to gabapentin.  It is important that you speak to your doctor of physician assistant about this medication, to discuss the risks, benefits, and dangers signs.  Do not change the dose or form of medicine without discussing it with our office.
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